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Si Signature (indicates "dollege" level approval)

This course description is being changed to provide information about how the course is
taught and its curriculum.

Please provide the following information:

College: EASN

Program Area: Education
Date: 10/3/11

Course Prefix & No.: EDPY 350

Course Title: Education and Psychology of Exceptional Children
Credits: 3

Required by: Elementary and Secondary Education Majors

Selective in:
Elective in: Education
General Education:

Lecture: 3 hours
Lecture/Lab:

Contact hours lecture: 3
Contact hours lab: 20

Current Catalog Description (include all prerequisites):
EDPY 350 (The Education and Psychology of Exceptional Children)

In this course the student will examine the various categories of exceptionality (gifted, mentally retarded,
learning disabled, visual/hearing/health impaired, physically disabled, and emotionally disturbed) by
analyzing each category utilizing the following format: History, definition, prevalence, causes,
characteristics, assessment, intervention, curriculum implications, mainstreaming, and future
considerations. In-class learning activities will be supplemented by having the student participate in a
laboratory experience that involves a 20-hour field placement in a special education setting. Graduate
credit requirements are described in the course syllabus.

Proposed or New Catalog Description (include all prerequisites):
EDPY 350 (Education and Psychology of Exceptional Children)

In this course, candidates will examine and survey the various categories of exceptionality in light of
Public Law 94-142 and subsequent federal legislation, including the issues of Individual Education Plan,
Least Restrictive Environment, and confidentiality. Those categories candidates will study include
Learning Disabilities and Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorders, Communication Disorders,
Emotional and Behavioral Disorders, Autism Spectrum Disorders, Developmental Disabilities, and
Lower-Incidence Disabilities. Candidates will study these categories with the format of definition,



history, prevalence, causes, characteristics, interventions, curriculum implications, mainstreaming
procedures, and assessments. Complementary to the in-class teaching and learning, candidates will
participate in a 20-hour field practicum experience to aid in their theory-into-practice curriculum studies.
Graduate credit will be offered, though additional work is required per the class syllabus.

Additional instructional resources needed (including library materials, special equipment,
and facilities). Please note: approval does not indicate support for new faculty or
additional resources. N/A

ACAD course revision form 12-12-2001

EDPY 350 Course Objectives:

Unit #1, after introducing the various reading and writing aids used in class, also introduces
candidates to the roles of NCLB and the various federal mandates for exceptionalities as well as
the differences of students with Learning Disabilities and Attention Deficit Hyperactive
Disorders.

Unit #2 requires candidates to read, study, and then reflect u[on the differentiations of students
with Emotional Behavioral Disorders, Autism, and Cognitive and Pervasive Disorders.

Unit #3 requires candidates to read, study, and then reflect upon select concepts relating to
students with Visual Impairments, Hearing Loss, Physical Disabilities, Health Impairments, and
Traumatic Brain Injury, and then introduces candidates to select concepts to students with
Giftedness and Exceptional Talents.
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