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Policy Recommendation
Subject: Use of plus and minus grades in assigning course grades.

Background: Montana Board of Regents Policy 301.5.3 adopted May 20, 2005, specifies that
all units of the Montana University System will adopt a grading system that includes the use of
pluses and minuses in addition to a letter grade. The Banner system used by Montana State
University — Northern, accepts the use of plus and minus grades. Regent policy has bee
established that specifies the point values of grades from A- through D- to be used in calculation
of student Grade Point Average (GPA).

Policy: Faculty at Montana State University - Northern may use the following scale when
assigning final grades to students in courses.

A, A-

B+, B, B-
C+, C, C-
D+, D, D-
F

Criteria for assigning these grades are left to the discretion of course faculty, and shall be clearly
communicated to the students in the course using the course Syllabus or any other means of
official course communications. These criteria should be provided to the students during the first
week of class during cach semester. Use of plus and minus grading is left to the discretion of
course faculty.



